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Template and guidelines for authors to prepare full papers for world construction symposium 2026 proceedings [example of style ‘title’] 
Author One[footnoteRef:1], Author Two[footnoteRef:2] and Author Three[footnoteRef:3] [Example of style ‘Authors’] [1:  Designation, Department, University or Company, Country, E-mail]  [2:  Designation, Department, University or Company, Country, E-mail]  [3:  Designation, Department, University or Company, Country, E-mail] 

ABSTRACT [EXAMPLE OF STYLE ‘ABSTRACT HEADING’] 
The author guidelines explain how to prepare your full paper for the “The 14th World Construction Symposium 2026”. It includes guidance on layout, illustrations, text style and references presented exactly as your paper should appear, so that its appearance is clear and consistent with the other papers in the proceedings. It is highly advised to use the template or strictly follow the instructions to prepare your paper in Microsoft Word. To ensure that your paper will conform to the required formatting, save this file with your paper’s title, and then write your text directly into it, erasing the contents as you go. The abstract portion is a narrative presentation without references. The abstract should give a brief and comprehensive summary of the purpose, methodology, findings and conclusions of the manuscript within 250 words. [Example of style ‘Abstract Text’]
Keywords:	Add up to 3-5 Words or Phrases to be Used in Indexing in Alphabetical Sequence, Capitalising Each Word, Separated by a Semicolon (;) and Finishing with a Full-stop.
INTRODUCTION [example of style ‘heading 1’]
The guidelines for authors are designed to achieve uniformity in the papers appearing in the symposium proceedings. The typography, layout and styles stipulated in here must be strictly followed when preparing your document. These guidelines have been prepared as a MS Word Template and are available on the symposium web. To ensure that your paper will conform to the required formatting, save this file with your paper’s assigned reference number (e.g.: CIOB-S15001.doc), and then write your text directly into it, erasing the contents as you go. 
The official language of the symposium and proceedings is English; both UK English and American English are acceptable, but please select one and use it consistently in your paper. [Example of style ‘Paper body text’ for paragraph text]

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE
Your paper should be divided into sections, each with a heading, so that the reader can follow the logical development of work. Papers will typically start with an introduction and end with conclusions. The introduction should start immediately following the keywords (on the first page if possible). The conclusions must be followed by acknowledgments, if any, and then references.
The first page of the paper should provide the following:
The title of the paper
Author(s) name(s) [Important: Refer section 7.1 on anonymising author names for initial submission]
Abstract (up to 250 words)
Up to 05 keywords (Please spell ‘keywords’ as one word)
Each author’s affiliation and e-mail address provided as footnotes 
Length of Manuscript [Example of Style ‘Heading 2’]  
The length of your paper should not exceed twelve (12) pages. Prepare your paper in A4 size (21 cm x 29.7 cm). Please do not change the paper size, margins and pre-defined styles. 
A Scientific Vs. a Technical Paper
What distinguishes a technical paper from a scientific paper?
A technical paper differs from a scientific paper primarily in its orientation and intended contribution. Scientific papers are mainly research-driven and aim to generate new knowledge, theories, models, or generalizable research insights through the application of well-defined and rigorous scientific methodologies. These methodologies are typically explicit, reproducible, and grounded in established theoretical frameworks.
In contrast, technical papers are more practice-oriented and focus on the application of existing knowledge to address real-world problems. They commonly report on the design, development, implementation, or evaluation of systems, methods, tools, or processes. While technical papers may not always employ formal scientific methods to the same extent as scientific papers, they are still expected to follow a systematic and transparent approach, often drawing on case studies, project outcomes, experiments, or professional practice.
Accordingly, the primary contribution of a scientific paper lies in advancing theoretical understanding or empirical knowledge, whereas a technical paper contributes practical solutions, technical innovations, or implementation guidance that is directly relevant to professional or industrial contexts.
Considering the above, the author(s) are expected to specify whether their paper is scientific or technical in nature at the point of submission. 
FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS
Papers submitted to World Construction Symposium should not only be academically sound and well written, but also be formatted properly. It is strongly advised that the authors use this WCS2026_Full_Paper_Template_&_Guidelines (.docx) in formatting their papers. The next sections detail the formatting requirements of papers submitted to the symposium.
Document File Name
[bookmark: _Hlk187264905]In the first submission you must name your document as “WCS2026_Anonymous_Article”. Then in the second submission after addressing reviewer comments rename your document in your reference number (e.g.: S16122).
Document File Type
Please prepare and submit your paper as a MS Word document (.doc or .docx file extension). Submissions made using other file types will not be accepted.
The editors of the conference proceedings reserve the right to make minor editorial changes to papers in line with the guidelines specified here in order to make the papers better suited for printing. 
Page Setup
Use the page setup requirements used in this template. This template has been prepared using A4 size (21 cm x 29.7 cm), with 3 cm margins. Do not change the headers/footers, page numbers or any other page setup guidelines.
Font Types, Styles and Sizes
Please use Times New Roman only. The font sizes and font styles are associated with the pre-defined Styles. Use only the styles defined in this template. Do not manually set font types, sizes or any other characteristics. Use the pre-defined styles properly and do not modify or update the styles in this template.
Heading Styles [Example of Style ‘Heading 3’]
Heading styles, other than ‘Title’ and ‘Abstract Heading’, have been left aligned. Sections and sub-sections are numbered using Arabic numerals. 
The following heading styles are used:
Title (used only for the paper title)
Abstract Heading (used only for the abstract heading)
Heading 1
Heading 2
Heading 3
Avoid using further subheadings. 
Figures and Tables
Figures and tables should be centred on page. All tables and figures should be referred within the text and follow the paragraph in which it is first mentioned. The captions of each table and figure should fit within the same page as the table or figure it refers to. 
Figures
It is advisable to use Calibri or a similar sans-serif font in Figures. Figure caption should be placed below the figure, centred on page using style ‘Figure Caption’ as shown in Figure 1.
[image: ]
Figure 1: Four basic elements of reading ease [Example of style ‘Figure Caption’]
Drawings constructed as lines, boxes, text, etc. within MS Word cannot be reproduced effectively. Hence, it is preferred that figures in the paper use one of the following file types: Joint Photographic Experts Group (using file extension .jpg or .jpeg), Portable Network Graphics (.png), and bitmaps (.bmp). Colours may be used in Figures; however, authors must ensure that the content is readable. 
When a figure is inserted in the text, make sure the figure’s wrapping style is ‘In line with text’ and NOT ‘Behind text’ or “In front of text’.
Tables
Tables should be centred on page. should be formatted using the styles ‘Table body’ and ‘Table headings’. Tables should have a thick (i.e. 1½ pt) top border and a thin (i.e. ½ pt) bottom border. A thin (i.e. ½ pt) border should be under the header raw as well. Table captions should be placed above the table, centred on the page, using, the style ‘Table Caption’ as indicated in Table 1. If possible, keep tables to one page. 
Table 1: Styles used in this template [Example of style ‘Table Caption’]
	Style Name
	Usage

	Title
	Paper title

	Authors
	Author names

	Abstract Heading
	Abstract heading only

	Abstract Text
	Abstract text and keywords

	Paper Body Text
	All body text paragraphs of the paper

	Heading 1
	First level headings of the paper

	Heading 2
	Second level headings of the paper

	Heading 3
	Third level headings of the paper

	Table Headings
	Headers of tables

	Table Body
	Content of tables 

	WCS List Bullet
	For bulleted lists

	WCS Numbered List
	For numbered lists

	Table Caption
	For table captions

	Figure Caption
	For figure captions

	Footnotes
	For author affiliations on page 1

	References
	List of references


Abbreviations and Acronyms
Define abbreviations and acronyms the first time they are used. Do not use abbreviations in the titles unless unavoidable.
Units
Use the International System of Units (SI) only.
Equations
Number equations consecutively with equation numbers in parentheses. Italicise symbols for quantities and variables. Be sure that the symbols in your equation have been defined before the equation appears, or their definitions follow the equation immediately. 
	f (x) = sin (a) + cos (b)				(01)
where, a = variable one and b = variable two.
Citations and Referencing
The APA Referencing Style – 7th Edition is the referencing style to be used for the papers submitted. The authors are requested to kindly adhere to the following in-text citation and referencing styles when submitting the papers.
In-text Citations
The APA citation format requires citations within the text instead of endnotes or footnotes. There are two types of in-text citations, Parenthetical and Narrative as explained below:
Parenthetical - Both the author and year of publication, separated by a comma, appear in parentheses. Author's name is not incorporated in the sentence.
E.g.: APA style is an easy citation format for first-time learners (Smith, 1998).
Narrative - Author’s surname appears in the sentence, and year of publication appears in parentheses immediately after the author’s name. 
E.g.: Carneiro (2000) demonstrated the linkages between innovation and competitiveness as well as their relationship with knowledge management within organizations.
Examples for in-text citations are shown in the Table 2 below:
Table 2: Examples for in-text citations
	No. of Authors
	Type of in-text Citations
	First Text Citation
	Subsequent Citation

	One
	Narrative
	Barrow (1974) …

	Barrow (1974) …


	
	Parenthetical
	… (Barrow, 1974)
	… (Barrow, 1974)

	Two
	Narrative
	Dewdney and Ross (1994) …

	Dewdney and Ross (1994) …


	
	Parenthetical
	… (Dewdney & Ross, 1994)
	… (Dewdney & Ross, 1994)

	Three or more
	Narrative
	Peffer et al. (1997) …

	Peffer et al. (1997) …


	
	Parenthetical
	… (Peffer et al., 1997)
	… (Peffer et al., 1997)

	Group (corporation, government)
	Narrative
	Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL, 1996) …

	ACRL (1996) …


	
	Parenthetical
	… (Association of College and Research Libraries [ACRL], 1996)
	… (ACRL, 1996)

	Corporate Author (Without Abbreviation)
	Narrative
	University of Moratuwa, (2020) …

	University of Moratuwa, (2020) …


	
	Parenthetical
	(University of Moratuwa, 2020)
	 (University of Moratuwa, 2020)


Citation: Special Occurrences
First Authors with Same Surname
Use first author’s initials with last names
E.g.: ….. (J. M. Taylor & Neimeyer, 2015; T. Taylor, 2014).
E.g.: J. M. Taylor & Neimeyer, (2015); T. Taylor, (2014) have explained…
Multiple Authors with Same Surname
E.g.: ….. (Chen & Chen, 2019) 
E.g.: Chen and Chen (2019) expressed…
Work with no identified author
Use an abbreviated version of the title and the year
For chapters in books, web pages and journal articles use quotation marks around the title e.g.: (“Title”, 1909).
For the title of a book, periodical or report you would use italics for the first few words of the title, e.g.: (Title, 1909).


Work with an anonymous author
Use the term anonymous followed by the date
E.g.: (Anonymous, 2022)
Work with no date of publication or copyright
Use n.d. for “no date” 
E.g.: (Wilkinson, n.d.).
Same authors, different years 
Order chronologically
E.g.: According to Gogel (1990, 2006) ….
Same authors, same year
Add suffixes a, b, c and so forth after the year 
E.g.: Derryberry and Reed (2005a, 2005b); Rothbart (2003a) argues that …
Different authors
Order alphabetically 
E.g.: Clear evidence provided (Helber, 1995; Krause, Bochner, & Duchesne, 2006)
Different authors with same surname
Add initial(s) of the author in all of your citations even if the year of publication is different 
E.g.: (Williams, A., 2009), (Williams, J., 2010).
Citing secondary sources
Use ‘as cited in’ if the author has cited the work of another 
E.g: (Ecott, 2002 as cited in Wilson, 2009).
Use ‘as quoted in’ if the author has directly quoted from an original piece of work, 
E.g.: (Cannon, 1989 as quoted in Wilson, 2009, p. 269).
Citing Quotations 
Quotation fewer than 40 words
Use quotation marks around the quote and include page numbers 
Gallati (1998, p.38) contended that “the impact of technology on student learning is best observed when conducting focus groups”.
Quotation comprises 40 or more words
Display it as a separate intended block of text without the quotation marks
Gallati (1998) discovered the following:  
The impact of technology on student learning is best observed when conducting focus groups. In addition, students willingly discuss their experiences – positive and negative – with the researcher, thus documenting the ways in which technological advances have helped or hindered their experience as a student (p.38).
Reference List
A reference list should be presented at the end of your work as it will allow readers to follow up your references. Your reference list should be presented in alphabetical order by surname, and if the same author is listed more than once, these references should be in chronological order. Examples for frequently referenced items are shown in Table 3 below:
Table 3: Examples for frequently referenced items
	Source
	Sample References

	Book (Print)
	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of work in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle (edition information if available). Publisher.

Editor, A. A., & Editor, B. B. (Eds.). (Year of publication). Title of work in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle (edition information if available). Publisher.

Example(s):
Brockett, O. (1987). History of the theatre (5th ed.). Allyn and Bacon.

American Psychiatric Association. (1994). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th ed.). Author.
Ermann, M. D., & Shauf, M. S. (Eds.).  (2003). Computers, ethics, and society. Oxford University Press.


	Books (Electronic)
	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of work in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle (edition information if available). Publisher. https://doi.org/xxx.

Editor, A. A., & Editor, B. B. (Eds.). (Year of publication). Title of work in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle (edition information if available). Publisher. https://directlinktowebpage.com.

Example(s):
Shotton, M. A (1989). Computer addiction? A study of computer dependency [DX Reader version]. Retrieved from  http://www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/html/index.asp.
Schiraldi, G. R. (2001). The post-traumatic stress disorder sourcebook: A guide to healing, recovery, and growth [Adobe Digital Editions version]. doi: 10.1036/0071393722.


	Book Chapter in Edited Work
	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of chapter in sentence case: Capitalize the first letter of the subtitle. In E. E. Editor & F. F. Editor (Eds.), Title of work in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle (edition, pp. xx-xx). Publisher. DOI (if available)

Example(s):
Chapin, P. H. (2012). Into Afghanistan: The transformation of Canada's international security policy since 9/11. In E. Henderson (Ed.), The active reader: Strategies for academic reading and writing. (2nd ed., pp. 223-232). Oxford University Press.
Hendrick, S. S., & Hendrick, C. (2019). Measuring love. In M. W. Gallagher & S. J. Lopez (Eds.), Positive psychological assessment: A handbook of models and measures (pp. 219–232). https://doi.org/10.1037/0000138-014.


	Journal Article
	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of article in sentence case: Capitalize the first letter of the subtitle. Title of the Journal in Mixed Case and Italics, volume number in italics (issue number), xx-xx.

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of article in sentence case: Capitalize the first letter of the subtitle. Title of the Journal in Mixed Case and Italics, volume number in italics (issue number), xx-xx. DOI or URL

Example(s):
Gibbs, M. (2005). The right to development and indigenous peoples: Lessons from New Zealand. World Development, 33(8), 1365-1378. 

Whitmeyer, J. M. (2000). Power through appointment. Social Science Research, 29(4), 535-555. doi:10.1006/_ssre.2000.0680.
Sillick, T. J., & Schutte, N. S. (2006). Emotional intelligence and self-esteem mediate between perceived early parental love and adult happiness. E-Journal of Applied Psychology, 2(2), 38-48. Retrieved from http://ojs.lib.swin.edu.au/index.php/ejap


	Conference Article 
	(Published in Conference Proceedings)
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of paper in sentence case: Capitalize the first letter of the subtitle. In E. E. Editor & F. F. Editor (Eds.), Title of proceeding in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle (edition, pp. xx-xx). Publisher. DOI or URL (if available)

(Conference papers/presentations not published in proceedings)
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year, Month Date). Title of paper in italic and sentence case: Capitalize the first letter of the subtitle [Type of Contribution]. Conference Name, Location. DOI or URL (if available)

Example(s):
Wellington, E. M. H., Marsh, P., Toth, I., Cresswell, L., Huddleston, L., & Schilhabel, M.B. (1993). The selective effects of antibiotics in soils. In R. Guerrero, & C. Pedrós-Alió (Eds.), Trends in microbial ecology: Proceedings of the sixth international symposium on microbial ecology, Barcelona, 6-11 September 1992. (pp. 331-336). Spanish Society for Microbiology.


	Magazines and Newspaper Articles
	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year, Month followed by date of publication). Title of article in sentence case: Capitalize the first letter of the subtitle. Title of the Magazine in Mixed Case and Italics, volume number in italics (issue number), pp. xxxx. DOI or URL (if available for online)

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year, Month followed by date of publication). Title of article in sentence case: Capitalize the first letter of the subtitle. Title of Newspaper in Mixed Case and Italics, page numbers of the article. URL (if online)

Example(s):
Mathews, J., Berrett, D., & Brillman, D. (2005, May). Other winning equations. Newsweek, 145(20), pp. 58-59. 
Hartevelt, J. (2007, December 20). Boy racers. The Press, p. 3. 


	Technical and Research Reports
	Organization Name. (Year). Title of report in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle. URL (if online)
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (YYYY). Title of report in italics and sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle (Serial name/Report No. #). Publisher. DOI or URL (if online) 	

Example(s):
United States General Accounting Office. (1997). Telemedicine: Federal strategy is needed to guide investments (Publication No. GAO/NSAID/HEHS-97-67). U.S. Government Printing Office.
United States Government Accountability Office. (2019). Performance and accountability report: Fiscal year 2019. https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/702715.pdf.


	Other Online Works – websites
	Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (YYYY, Month DD). Title of work in italicsand sentence case: Capitalize first letter of subtitle. Site Name in Title Case. URL

Example(s):
Price, D. (2018, March 23). Laziness does not exist. Medium. https://humanparts.medium.com/laziness-doesnot-exist-3af27e312d01.

NOTE: Include the last update/copyright date, if page content is changing over the time

Example(s):
Tuscan white bean pasta. (2018, February 25). Budgetbytes. Retrieved March 18, 2020, from https://www.budgetbytes.com/tuscan-white-bean-pasta/.

Note: Include the retrieval date for Webpages without a date 

Example(s):
U.S. Census Bureau. (n.d.). U.S. and world population clock. U.S. Department of Commerce. Retrieved January 9, 2020, from https://www.census.gov/popclock/.


SUBMISSION
Please adhere to the submission deadlines and submit your paper via the submit my full paper link in the symposium website. By submitting your paper, you agree and accept the commitment that at least one of the authors will register and attend the symposium and present the paper. Each registered author/co-author can present no more than three (03) papers, unless another registered author/co-author fails to attend and requests an attending colleague to present the paper on his/her behalf.
Please proofread your paper for grammar and style before submission. The responsibility for detecting errors lies with the author. 
Anonymising Author Names
The review of papers submitted to the World Construction Symposium are carried out through a double-blind review process. Therefore, author identities must be anonymised before the paper is submitted. Authors can anonymise their author(s) name(s) with “Anon”, “Author One, Author Two” or similar, rather than simply deleting the text. The corresponding author footnotes also must be anonymised (e.g. by leaving them blank).  
If your paper is accepted, the author(s) are required to then prepare and submit a camera-ready version of their paper taking into consideration the reviewers’ comments. This revised camera-ready version that is submitted after reviews are received should include proper author names and descriptions.
REVIEW PROCESS
All the papers are sent to at least two referees for the purpose of double-blind review process. Note that referees receive either the hardcopy or the softcopy of the paper without author(s) name(s), affiliation and email address, and the acknowledgments, if any. 
Based on the referees’ comments, the scientific committee chairs will take one of the following decisions:
Accept without changes
Accept subject to minor changes
Accept subject to major changes
Reject 
The accepted papers should be presented at the symposium. Note that the accepted papers cannot be presented or published elsewhere without significant changes.
CONCLUSIONS
This document provides the template and detailed guidance for authors on how to prepare the full papers. It is highly advised that the authors use this template and strictly follow the instructions provided. A paper that does not meet the requirements will be returned to the author(s) for revision or rejected altogether. 
The organisers and editors of World Construction Symposium will greatly appreciate that you follow these guidelines.
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